Balanophora dioica R.Br. is reported and described here as a new record for South India from Western Ghats. 
INTRODUCTION
The genus Balanophora J. R. & G. R. Forst. is one of the most curiously shaped root holoparasitic herbs belonging to the family Balanophoraceae, a biologically specialized family. It is mainly tropical and subtropical with distinct preference for moist shaded forests. The members of the family are root parasitic herbs, curiously shaped with peculiar morphological features and superficially resembling mushrooms. They are highly distinct from all other flowering plants in their obligate root parasitism, total absence of chlorophyll and stomata. The genus Balanophora is characterized by the absence of perianth in female flowers, which are made up of archegonia-like gynoecia each with a single style. The tuber and other parts of the plant contain a sticky wax called balanophorin, which is used for illumination and as candles. It comprises about 15 species distributed throughout temperate and tropical Asia (Hansen, 1972) . In India it is represented by 5 species viz., B. abbreviata Bl., B. dioica R.Br., B. fungosa subsp. indica (Arn.) Hans., B. involucrata Hook. f. and B. polyandra Griff. (Balakrishnan, 2012) .
During the floristic survey, an interesting root holoparasite was collected from the coffee plantations, in and around Abbe falls of Mercara of Kodagu District. The specimen was also collected from shola forests of Nat. Pflanzenf. ed. 2. 16b: 322, 1935; Kanj. & al., Fl. Assam 4: 132, 1940; Hans., Dansk. Bot. Ark. 28 (1): 1-188, 1972; Hara, Fl. E. Himal. 65, 1996; Hara & al., Photo album Pl. E. Himal. f. 20. 1968; Kipgen & Singh in Nat. & Sci. 8(12): 8-11. 2010 Fleshy, achlorophyllous, holoparasitic, dioecious herb, pale yellow to brown or reddish purple. Tubers single or sometimes a few together in a mass, subspherical or slightly longer than wide, single tuber 0.5-2.5 cm and branched. The surface of the tuber is granular with stellate warts. Leaves 5-10, distichous, rarely spirally arranged and much appressed, obtuse or emarginated. Male inflorescence 7 cm long and 2-3 cm wide, ellipsoid when flowering. Male flowers actinomorphic, pedicellate, subtended Balehonnur of Chikkmagaluru District. After critical examination of the specimen, it has been identified as Balanophora dioica R.Br. ex Royle. So far it has not been reported from Western Ghats of South India. There is no mention of this species in any of the South Indian Floras. Earlier the taxon was known only from the Eastern parts of Himalaya (Kipgen & Singh, 2010) . A detailed description of the taxon along with its illustration (Fig. 1A-E 
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Nelumbo www.nelumbo-bsi.org Notes: This species was previously known only from Eastern Himalayas and NE, India. Its occurrence from Western Ghats of Karnataka is a remarkable disjunct extension of its distribution to South India. by bracts. Pedicel 5-9 mm, tepals 4-5, ovate, apex acute, 0.8-1 cm, reflexed at anthesis. Synandrium hemispherical, 1-2 mm long and 1-1.5 mm wide, sometimes elevated on a torus up to 1 mm long. Anthers 4-5, horse-shoe shaped with bend near the top of the synandrium and the two halves folded towards each other, the ends of the anther thus pointing downwards in proximal direction. Due to this arrangement, the synandrium is apparently 16-locular in a tetramerous flower and 20-locular in a pentamerous flower. 
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